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Fred P. Tosch, the son of a carpenter born 

in Rochester with the use of one eye, 

established himself as a premier design and 

construction developer—with a reputation 

for quality homes for middle class families—

during the interwar years in Rochester. 

While most well known for designing and 

building complete streets, such as the street 

where this author lives, Fred Tosch Inc. was 

available for hire for anyone in Rochester who 

wanted a quality-built smaller home.

Thus, in 1931 after being promoted to head 

of the math department at the new Benjamin 

Franklin High School, H. Carlisle and 

Evalene Taylor, with their two young children, 

contracted with Fred Tosch Inc. to build their 

new home on Rugby Avenue in the 19th 

Ward. The final design is a striking storybook 

style Tudor cottage, with a menagerie of bay 

windows, half timbering, corner porch, and 

leaded glass windows. 

A large slab wood door embellished with iron 

hardware and leaded glass gives way to an 

enclosed vestibule with a broken marble and 

black grout floor (a Tosch signature). The 

gracious living room with its central hearth 

flanked by leaded glass bookcases, stained 

woodwork, original sconces and elaborate 

curtain rods sets a grand stage. French doors 

open to the porch. An archway leads to the 

dining room, which is dressed to impress with 

a corner built-in, more original fixtures and 

bay window. The generous original kitchen is 

stunning with its plentiful cabinetry, textured 

faux-stone walls, fold-out ironing board, and 

breakfast nook. The kitchen has also been 

carefully updated with granite counter and 

conceal drawer glides. The powder room, 

two-car attached garage, and basement stair 

round out the first floor.

The second floor features four bedrooms, all 

with plentiful windows, closets, and original 

light fixtures. The large shared bathroom 

is a period showstopper with its rich pink 

tile walls with decorative banding and black 

trim, mosaic tile floor, and original plumbing 

fixtures in perfect working order. The large 

master bedroom suite includes its own 

private powder room.

The attic is open and insulated, with a 

separate storage room over the garage wing. 

The large dry basement features a recreation 

room with fireplace, laundry and utility space, 

and additional storage rooms. 

Located in the 19th Ward, our city’s largest 

and most culturally diverse neighborhood, 

this 1,845 square foot home is a testament 

to quality design and careful stewardship. 

It is located in the Sibley-Elmdorf Historic 

District and is eligible for the 20% New York 

State Homeowner Rehabilitation Tax Credit. 

From the mechanicals to the windows, 

the current owners of thirty years have 

meticulously cared for this special, timeless 

home. For more information contact realtor 

Jeff Schuetz with Mitchell Pierson Jr. Inc. 

Realtors at 585-233-8588 and make this 

historic home yours for $115,000.

by Christopher Brandt 

Christopher is a longtime Landmark Society 

volunteer and blogs about his own historic 

home at www.myperfectlittlemoneypit.com. 
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Timeless Tosch-built Tudor
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FAIRPORT; 1710 AYRAULT RD, $279,900. 
LARGE FARMHOUSE with VERY LARGE BARN on 
over 2 ACRES. Incredible space, storage, and views! 
This 3200+ colonial has been cared for the same 
owner for more than 25 years. Possible development 
opportunity on this large lot as well, please call Ryan 
Smith - 218-2802, Re/Max Realty Group

Ryan Smith
NYS Licensed Real
Estate Salesperson
201-0724
RochesterSells.com

Laura Radford
REAL ESTATE BROKER/ OWNER

Barney J. Radford Sr.
ASSOCIATE REAL ESTATE BROKER

Call             or         at 585-436-8889
or E-mail us at lbsradford@frontiernet.net

to see if you qualify.

Laura Barney

560 Magee
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, new flooring
and freshly painted throughout. $59,900


