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The easternmost peak of the pinnacle range 

of hills, Cobbs Hill, was once nearly destroyed 

by unbridled mining of its glacial sand deposits. 

Since the turn of the last century it has 

become a much loved park surrounded by an 

enclave of elegant homes. Following the City’s 

annexation of the land east of the hill in 1914, 

the former farmland quickly gave way to tree-

lined residential streets now comprising the 

Cobbs Hill Neighborhood.

In 1927 E. Russell Stapleton, an engineer at 

Kodak, and his wife hired architect C. Storrs 

Barrows to design their new home on Cobbs 

Hill Drive. Barrows lived in the neighborhood 

and was responsible for the designs of several 

of its homes. Walking up the winding flagstone 

path, one is struck by the broad proportions 

and sense of permanence imparted by the 

rough hewn timber and rubble stone exterior, 

complemented by the warmer tons of the 

original paneled wood entry and garage doors. 

Stepping inside, a generous vestibule with 

stone floors leads to a well-lit entry alcove. 

The alcove gives way to the large living room, 

which is anchored by a broad wood paneled 

fireplace.  An elegant stairway is located at 

the far left and French doors flanked by built-in 

bookcases are at the far right of the room. 

The recently refinished oak hardwood floors, 

roughly textured plaster walls, heavy timber 

lintels over every opening, and banks of steel 

casement windows carry throughout this well 

lit home. Through another wide opening the 

dining room is filled with sunlight and views of 

the elaborate gardens from its many windows. 

An original double swinging door gives way 

to the large kitchen, which features newer 

cabinetry, countertops, copper backsplash, 

and a breakfast nook overlooking the backyard 

and patio. A hall provides access to the powder 

room, basement stair, garage, and backyard.

The second floor features four bedrooms 

each with large closets. The former study is 

embellished with original wood paneling, while 

the master has its own spacious bathroom 

created out of a former storage room with a 

view of the night sky. A shared tiled bathroom, 

linen closet, and stair to the full-height attic 

round out the floor.

The basement is tall, dry, and partially finished 

with storage rooms, a man cave, powder 

room and utility space. The two original stone 

patios, one off the living room, the other off the 

kitchen, serve as outdoor rooms surrounded 

by the meticulous gardens designed by the 

current owners. This 2,232 square foot well-

maintained Barrows’ designed Tudor Revival 

leaves little to be desired. Contact Mark Siwiec 

of Nothnagle Realtors at 585-330-8750 and 

make it yours for $285,000.

by Christopher Brandt

Christopher is a longtime Landmark Society 

volunteer and blogs about his own historic 

home at www.myperfectlittlemoneypit.com.
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Handsome Hillside 
Hideaway
230 Cobbs Hill Drive

PSST. We're hiring.
Are you a freelance writer with a passion for 
Rochester's growing food & drink scene? 
Email jclapp@rochester-citynews.com with a 
resume and 2-3 writing samples to apply. 
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Employment
AIRLINE CAREERS START Here 
–Get trained as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Financial 
aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LOCAL DRIVERS WANTED! Be 
your own boss. Flexible hours. 
Unlimited earning potential. 
Must be 21 with valid U.S. 
driver’s license, insurance & 
reliable vehicle. 866-329-2672 
(AAN CAN)

Volunteers
BECOME A DOCENT at the 
Rochester Museum & Science 
Center Must be an enthusiastic 
communicator, Like working with 
children. Learn more at http://www.
rmsc.org/Support/Volunteer Or call 
585-697-1948

CARING FOR CAREGIVERS 
Lifespan is looking for volunteers 
to offer respite to caregivers whose 
loved ones have been diagnosed 
with early stage Alzheimer’s 
Disease. For details call Eve at 
244-8400

Contact Urban League Of 
Rochester today to become 
a mentor to the youth in our 
community! Email Haley Catalano 
at hcatalano@ulr.org to get started.

Interested in Volunteering? 
The Genesee Country Village & 
Museum involves many volunteers in 
dynamic and engaging opportunities 
for programs and events. For more 
info:  call (585) 294-8225 or email 
tmckelvey@gcv.org

LIFESPAN’S OMBUDSMAN 

PROGRAM is looking for volunteers 
to advocate for individuals living 
in long-term care settings. Please 
contact, call 585.287.6378 or 
e-mail dfrink@lifespan-roch.org for 
more information

MEALS ON WHEELS needs 
volunteers in the City of Rochester.  
Meals are delivered weekdays 
between 11:30 AM and 1:00 PM.  
To get started visit our website at 
www.vnsnet.com or call 274-4385.

SENECA PARK ZOO Society 
seeking volunteers and docents 
for ongoing involvement or special 
events. Roles available for all 
interests. Contact Volunteers@
senecazoo.org to learn more.

VOLUNTEER NEEDED TO help 
with social media campaigns and 
communications writing.  Experience 
required. Contact Claudia at 
cgillrochester.org or call 262-7044

Career Training
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 
– Get started by training as FAA 
certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance   
800-725-1563 (AAN CAN)


